suffused, the eyeballs staring, the hands clenched, the thumbs and toes turned as in convulsions, the head thrown back, and the general appearance of the child suggestive of impending suffocation.
Gradually the spasm relaxes, the breathing returns with a crowing sound, and the exhausted patient after a good cry, drops off to sleep. The tongue is often protruded during the paroxysms, whilst the bladder and bowels act involuntarily. The backs of the hands, wrists and feet appear swollen. The difficulty of breathing may continue from 1 to 30 minutes. This disease, spasm of the glottis, has been called by many names, such as inward fits, child-crowing, false croup, suffocative asthma without any affinity to asthma, catarrh or croup. According to Marshall Hall, it is an excitation of the true spinal or excito-inotor system. It originates in the trifacial in teething : the pneumogastric in over-fed or improperly fed children: the spinal nerves in constipation, intestinal disorder or catharsis. These act through the medium of the spinal marrow, the inferior or recurrent laryngeal, the intereostals and diaphragmatic.
Various explanations have been attempted, such as pressure of enlarged glands of the neck on certain nerves, and the associations with bronchial phthisis, rickets and syphilis are undoubted: whilst some look upon the condition as a simple neurosis, others term it a disease of the cerebro-spinal axis. Many children, said to be overlayed, really die of spasm of the glottis. The mortality is 1 in 12, the age from 4 to 10 months, yet as late as 7 years ; the subjects are often nervous, delicate, excitable children who, improperly fed, cut their teeth with difficulty, else have been weaned too early, or brought up by hand.
One child, whose mother's milk failed, was tried with cream and water, barley water, oatmeal, arrow-root, pounded crackers boiled with water and gum water, and then a wetnurse was obtained. Diarrhoea was followed by constipation, then diarrhoea again, and in the month of February when the child was 7 months old, he had an attack as above described. 
